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TAGS: PORG, US, UN, SF, WA 

SUBJECT: THE NEED FOR SENSITIVITY IN BRIEFING AFRICAN LEADERS 
REF: (A) LUSAKA 2484, (B) LUSAKA 2485 

1 . REFTEL (A) REPORTS THE BRIEFING OF PRESIDENT KAUNDA ON NAMIBIA 

BY LUSAKA CONTACT GROUP PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FOR LAGOS CONFERENCE. 
ACCORDING TO STEVE LOW, KAUNDA WAS EXTREMELY IRRITATED BY 
PRESENTATION OF UK HIGH COMMISSIONER MILES. THIS UNFORTUNATE 
INCIDENT POINTS UP THE ABSOLUTE NECESSITY FOR US AND 
PARTICULARLY OUR AMBASSADORS IN THE FRONT LINE COUNTRIES TO BE 
SENSITIVE TO THE PERSONALTIES INVOLVED IN AND THE MANNER OF OUR 
PRESENTATIONS ON SOUTHERN AFRICAN ISSUES. YOU ARE WELL 
AWARE THAT THE INCIDENT IN LUSAKA ON SUNDAY WAS NOT THE FIRST IN 
WHICH THE AFRICANS WERE ANNOYED. YOU WILL RECALL THE ADVERSE 
IMPACT OF FRENCH AMBASSADOR THIBAULT'S BREIFING OF THE ANGOLANS FOL- 
LOWING THE SECOND ROUND OF CAPE TOWN TALKS. 

2. I BELIEVE IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE IF THE DEPARTMENT WOULD 
PROVIDE SOME GUIDANCE TO OUR AMBASSADORS IN THE FRONT LINE 
STATES (AND PERHAPS ELSEWHERE, AT YOUR DISCRETION) STRESSING THE 
NEED FOR SENSITIVITY IN CONVEYING OUR VIEWS TO THE HOST GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS. AS THE LUSAKA INCIDENT SHOWS. THE PRESENTATION 
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DEFINITELY AFFECTED THE SUBSTANTIVE IMPACT OF THE MEETING. WE 
NEED TO IMPRESS ON OUR AMBASSADORS THE NEED TO WORK ADROITLY 
WITHIN THEIR RESPECTIVE CONTACT GROUP TO ASSURE THAT THEIR BEST 
REPRESENTATIVE HANDLES THE GROUP'S BRIEFING AND THAT THE 
PRESENTATION IS MADE IN AS EFFECTIVE A WAY AS POSSIBLE. 

3. I WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING ANY REACTION OR COMMENTS YOU 
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MIGHT HAVE TO THESE THOUGHTS. 
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